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Piping at Forres - The European Pipe Band Championships
Sponsorship Opportunities

Piping At Forres 2018, the European Pipe Band Championships, will take place in the stunning setting 
of Grant Park, Forres on:

 Saturday 30th June 2018. 

Thousands of pipers and drummers from far and wide, in over a hundred bands, will compete to be 
European Champions in their grade. Drum Majors and Highland Dancers also compete in this event, 
run under the auspices of the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association  (RSPBA). These are the only 
“major” pipeband championships run in the Highlands.  

2018 will be the last time the European Pipe Band Championships take place in Forres, in 2019 the 
championships will be hosted elsewhere.

The event not only offers world-class piping but a range of other entertainment and over a hundred 
retail stalls. There are local producers showing why they have worldwide reputations for excellence 
by showcasing their food and drink, and a craft and retail village with many beautiful, locally made 
items.  Funfairs and beer tents add to the mix to make this a great day out for the whole family. 

“Brilliant day, well organised. Great setting and loads to do for the family. Fantastic atmosphere.” 
was how one visitor put it.  Please come and join us!

A successful event with a great track record

Awarded over 9 out of 10 for overall enjoyment by visitors for each of the past five years, Piping At 
Forres is Moray’s largest one-day event, attracting thousands of people to Forres from outside the 
local area. 

One of the aims of the event, run by Forres Events Ltd, the not-for-profit company behind the 
Championships, is to enable local businesses to present to visitors the best of the local area, whether 
in terms of food, drink, craft, general entertainment or cultural experience. It also aims to encourage 
and support local economic activity, not only through the event itself, but by promoting long-term or 
repeat engagement with businesses. 

Research shows a high level of engagement of supporters with the event, with the single biggest 
reason for attending being given as the enjoyment of the previous year’s event. Social media, the 
press, and word of mouth were also key to attendance decisions. Strong community support, whether 
from piping enthusiasts or the local community, is embedded in the event, with thousands of hours 
being offered on a voluntary basis. Sponsorship of the event will allow your business to be a part of 
this engagement.

Forres Events Ltd is run by a small group of local business men and women on a voluntary basis, 
while making use of professional support where appropriate. The event draws on a large volunteer 
pool but nevertheless it costs over £200,000 each year to deliver the event. Research into the 
economic impact shows that the event has brought over a million pounds into the local economy 
each year, a very successful multiplier on that cost. 



There are opportunities for sponsorship of the event, whether by businesses, other organisations or 
private individuals, with different levels of financial engagement to support different budgets and 
interests. 

We are delighted that Benromach Speyside Single Malt Scotch Whisky continues its commitment 
to the event as Title Sponsor. The organisers are also very grateful for the support that has been 
granted to future events by Event Scotland and Highlands and Islands Enterprise and to all those who 
have sponsored and supported it thus far.  

Why get involved as a sponsor?

Sponsorship offers you opportunities to be associated with a high-profile event with a successful 
track record; to increase awareness of your brand in a number of different ways and, potentially, to 
entertain some special guests in the Chieftain’s Marquee at one of the best and most popular events 
of the year.

Advertising
Sponsors’ support of the event is acknowledged in a number of ways, including listing in the event 
programme and on the website. Ringside banners, logo displays online, free advertisements in the 
event programme and photo-opportunities linked to support of individual prizes relating to the 
Championships are available in greater or lesser degree based on specific grades of sponsorship.

Retail opportunity
Platinum, Gold and Silver sponsorship packages entitle the sponsor to a stall at the event free of 
charge, provided, of course, that all the necessary paperwork, including contractual matters, is 
completed satisfactorily. Sponsors wishing to take up this entitlement must complete the online 
stallholder application form by 31 March 2018. Additional space may be available by negotiation. 
Further information and access to the online form is available at:
http://pipingatforres.com/sponsors-traders/piping-at-forres-2018-stallholder/

Hospitality
Sponsors may, depending on their grade of Sponsorship, invite guests to the Chieftain’s Marquee, 
with refreshments, including a seated, hot luncheon, during the day. The Chieftain’s Marquee, with a 
private viewing area, is situated beside the arena so as to give guests an excellent view of the day’s 
entertainment. Guests will also be able to use the VIP parking area. 



Forres Events Ltd, 121 High Street, Forres, IV36 1AB
SCO 420803 

Marketing of Piping At Forres

The event will be marketed to the public through the press and radio across the north of Scotland, 
as well as through a major online campaign and on key event listings. Marketing to the piping 
community will focus on encouragement to bands to attend and online interactions. Our research 
suggests these are the most cost effective approaches to those receptors. In 2018, in addition to 
paid advertising, a 20 page supplement is planned for all Scottish Provincial Press papers across the 
north of Scotland. 

Sponsors are entitled to have their logo and level of support advertised on the website in a rolling 
display. The website is a key source of information about the event and has a rising level of usage as 
the event draws near, driven by an active Facebook campaign. 

A whole day’s entertainment for all the family

The piping competition starts at 10.00 and pipers and their supporters remain until after the prize 
giving which ends at about 18.00. The piping takes place across four arenas, with bands tuning up in 
other areas, so there is much to see.  Highland Dancing takes place in a separate area. Two “villages” 
present a range of offerings, one focused on food and drink and the other on craft and retail, while 
funfairs and other entertainment all around the Park add to the atmosphere. This creates a full 
day’s worth of entertainment for all ages and abilities. The four large competing arenas mean that 
Sponsors’ banners have considerable exposure, and their stalls, if taken up as part of a Sponsor’s 
package, are an integral part of the day. 

In planning the event we seek to repeat the successes of previous years, while keeping things fresh, 
and learning from the feedback we seek from the public and traders to address other matters that 
could be improved.

Responses to the question “What did you enjoy the most?” in the 2017 feedback survey included the 
following:

• It is just a great event we have been coming since it started and it gets better every year, all 
the bands love coming here.

• A great day. First time I have been and really enjoyed the stalls and watching the dancing 
and piping competitions. My husband took part in the tattie scone competition that was 
really good fun to watch. We had amazing Bratwurst sausages and a couple of glasses of 
prosecco. Plenty of places to sit and relax and a very spacious event.

• Love the atmosphere, the fact so many visitors come to see it, enjoyed watching some 
bands.

• The bands of pipes and drums, meeting people from other countries, and the brilliant 
atmosphere.

• The food and drink stalls were good and nice to try some of the products.

• I arrived at 6.30 in the morning and was given directions and information very efficiently 
and nicely. 

• As a trader, I was impressed by the number of visitors, all seemed very happy about their 
day. Good busy event, great opportunity to meet customers.  Good takings.

We hope, of course, that our previous Sponsors will continue to support the event and that new ones 
will join us at this significant regional showcase, Moray’s biggest one-day event, promoting the area 
and generating an important level of economic benefit both in the lead up to the event and on the 
day itself. 

To discuss your Sponsorship package or further information about promoting your business as a 
Stallholder please contact Joanna Taylor on joannat@pipingatforres.com and 07764 338630 or 
Moira Hickey on admin@pipingatforres.com and 07563 181286.


